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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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A  radio  talk  \sy  I'argaret  Yurry,  Btireau  of.  Hone  .EcoioniCs,  "delivered 
through  ITJHC  and  37  other  radio  stations  associate,d  with  t|ie_ National  Broad- 
casting Corapany,  Septe;-;:"ber        1930'  ■    •  ,"""'*~"**^ ""  '  ' 


All  of  us  have  had  the  bad  Itick  to  get  an,  unsightly  s;p,ot  on  a  dress  we 
were  counting  on  wearing,    liayte  some  sa,la,d  dressing  dripiDed  unnoticed  at  the 
table,  or  perhaps  a  smear  of  csx  grease  suddenly  appeared  from  some  place  or 
other.     Anyway  there  was  the  spot  on  an  otherwise  clean  .gannent.     Ai  'un- 
welcome thing  it  was,  too,  and  ve  have  all  \vondered,   "How  shall  I  get  rid  of 
that  spot  without  leavin.g  a  ring!"    Well,  there  are  ways  to  get  rid  of  most 
of  these  spots  and  leave  thera  ringless.  .     ■  '     .•  . 

Did  you  ever  wonder  just  why  rings  form.?    They  are  caused  by  tivo  things. 
The  extras  dressing  in  the  material  often  dissolves  in  the  cleaning  fluid  and 
backs  up  to  form  a  ring.     The  other  cause  of  rings  is  .  the  spreading  of  soil  by 
the  fluid,     i^ost  silks  (especially  the  less  exjoensive  ones)  are  heavily  dressed 
in  the  finishing  process  of  manufacture.     This  gives  them  a  better  feel,  better 
draping  qualities,  and  a  greater  weight.     The  m.aterials  used  in  this  finish  — 
the  waxes,  sugar,  gums,  dextrine,  and  glue,  are  apt  to  cause  rings  when  the 
cleaning  fluid  is  applied.     They  are  dissolved,  carried  back  to  the  edge  of 
the  damp  portion  and  left  there  as  the  fabric  dries.     Another  co:;r.ion  cause  of 
rings  is  that  the  stain  merely  spreads  and  is  not  removed  from,  the  fabric. 
The  grease  spot  or  soil  alread;'"  on  the  garment  nay  just  dry  in  again  as  the 
cleaning  fluid  evaporates.     Often  our  dresses  are  slightly  soiled  even  tho' 
it  doesn't  show.  In  that  ca,se  it  is  usually  necessary  to  dip  the  entire  dress 
in  naphtha  or  gasoline  to  rem.ove  a  spot  satisfactorily. 

Y/hether  or  not  a  spot  comes  out  ringless  depends  also  on  the  weave  and 
color  of  the  material  that  ha,s  been  stained.     A  ring  will  not  show  as  plainly 
on  rough  and  figured  fabrics,  such  as  rep  or  fla.t  crepe,  as  it  does  on  sm.ooth 
and  plain  colored  mavterials.     For  instance,  do  not  hope  for  great  success  on 
a  light  neutral-colored  satin  material. 

However^,  you  can  get  rid  of  a  spot  successfully  from  almost  any  fabric 
if  you  apply  the  cleaning  fluid  carefully.     Most  cleaning  fluids  as  choloro- 
form,  ether,  vrood.  alcohol,  gavsoline,  and  carbon  tetrachloride  are  very  good. 
However,  choloroform  m.akes  rings  a;u-ickly  on  some  fabrics  while  carbon  tetra- 
chloride i.s  the  least  likely  to  form  rings.     Besides,  carbon  tetrachloride  ha,s 
the  advantage  of  being  noniaflamable. 

VJith  a  clean  white  blotting  paper  on  top  of  the  stain,  apply  the  clean- 
ing fluid  from  the  wrong  side  of  the  material.     Use  a  soft  rag  and  take  care 
not  to  allow  the  stained  material  to  become  very  wet.     Alv/ays  brush  lightly 
from  the  outside  of  the  spot  toward  the  center  and  spread  the  moisture  unevenly 
into  the  surrounding  goods.     The  secret  of  the  trick  is  to  spread  or  "feather" 
out  the  liquid  into  the  fabric  surrounding  the  treated  section  tmtil  there  is 
no  definite  edge  when  the  material  dries.     This  prevents  the  ring.     It  is 
always  well  to  ha.sten  the  drying  by  brushing  with  a  dry  rag. 
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Matev  spots  are  removed  in  a  different  way.     Let  the  spot  drv,  then 
scratch  with  the  finger  na,il  or  a  stiff  "brush.    .If  it  should  he  necessarj^  to 
'>7ash  out  a  stain  on  a  fahric  that  \7ater  spo'ts,  it  is  'Tell  to  first  daiiipen  the 
goods  over  and  around  the  stain  \Tith  gasoline.     Then  sponge  'vTith  luke  •p'arm 
water,  and  when  the  fahric  dries,  hrush  it  again  with  gasoline.     Hemeriber  to 
spread  and  feather  the  liquid  as  much  as  possible  to  avoid  the  ring.  Still 
another  way  to  treat  spots  that  3-nust  he  washed  out,  even  tho'   the  material 
water  spots,  is  to  first  wash  the  stain,  then  while  the  fabric  is  still  v/et, 
brush  over  it  lightly  with  wood  alcohol.     Again  it  is  important  to  spread  out 
the  liquid.     This  mixture  of  alcohol  and  v;ater  is  not  so'  apt  to  leave  a  ring 
as  water  aJ-one.     However,  use  alcohol  sparingly  as  some  colors  in  fabrics  are 
affected. 

So  nor;  the  next  time  you  try  to  remove  a  grease  spot  from  a  silk  dress 
remember  these  things :- 

i.Tork  on  the  v/rong  side  of  the  stained  material, 
Keep  a  clean  blotting  parper  under  the  spot. 
Apply  the  liquid  with  a  soft  rag, 

Brush  lightly  from  the  outside  to  the  center  of  the  spot, 
Use  cleaning  liquid  sparingly,  and 

Be  sure  to  spread  or  feather  the  liouid  into  the  material  surrounding 
the  stain. 


